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Multicultural Club 

  The Multicultural Club has also 
been very busy planning their activities and 
decorations for the World Language Festival at 
MHS. The festival will consist of various Mul-
ticultural events and activities.  Their will also 
be a Multicultural feast.  There will be foods 
represented from all over the world.   What an 
awesome international food court!  Come join 
the fun with your family.  The Multicultural 
Club will be offering many fun activities.  We 
will be making “Day of the Dead” t-shirts and 
many other arts and crafts activities.  There 
will be face painting and much more!  We will 
also have treats for the entire family.  Come 
join the fun at this years festival which is on 
Wednesday, March 4th at 7p.m.  Don’t miss 
the fiesta! 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Three Kings Day at Ames 

  

 The Multicultural Club at Ames cele-
brated “Three Kings’ Day” also known as 
“Feast of the Epiphany” during the month of 
January.  We celebrated “El Día de los Reyes 
Magos” by taking off our shoes and leaving 
them in front of the room.  We left water and 
grass out for the three kings and for their 
camels and horses.  We also watched educa-
tional movies about this holiday and its sig-
nificance.  This holiday falls on January sixth 
and is celebrated in Latin America, Mexico, 
and Spain.  This holiday comes from when 
the Three Kings or Wise Men came with 
three gifts for baby Jesus when he was born.  
The Multicultural Club received candies in 
their shoes.  Traditionally, children leave their 
shoes out the night of the fifth and when they 
wake up on the morning of the January sixth; 
their shoes are filled with small gifts from the 
Three Kings.  Every country celebrates it dif-
ferently.  In Mexico thousands of people get 
together to eat “Rosca de Reyes”, this is three 
kings bread.  In Mexico they put little plastic 
babies in their bread and whoever finds the 
baby has to make tamales for everyone on 
February 2, the Day of the Candles.  In some 
countries they have huge parades and festi-
vals; this holiday is even bigger than Christ-
mas for some.    
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The Chinese New Year 

 This is the year of the Rat!  Mrs. Pi 
has been very busy with her Mandarin students 
at Ames and MHS celebrating the Chinese 
New year.  At Ames and MHS, Mrs. Pi  had a 
15 day celebration devoted to the Chinese 
New Year.  All students and staff members 
were invited to the feast on the last day.  Mrs. 
Pi explained the importance of the Chinese 
New Year banner and the importance of the 
Chinese Zodiac animals.  Each animal, symbol 
and letter is explained and illustrated on the 
Chinese Zodiac banner.  It explains how the 
year was a monster in ancient times and that 
people used three things to scare it (the new 
year) away.  They used lights, red things and 
loud noises.  That explains why during the 
Chinese New Year people use and wear red 
things to scare away the monsters.  Mrs. Pi’s 
classes also enjoyed traditional treats and 
foods that Mrs. Pi brought in for everyone. 
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The Ronald McDonald House Adventure: 

 
By Tara Villalba 

 

 On November 25th, the Ames Helping Hands Club held its annual visit to the 
Ronald McDonald House in New Hyde Park. As dozens of club members departed 
from their 1st period classes, they were prepared for an experience of a lifetime. On 
this day, students had the opportunity to prepare freshly baked goods and treats that 
provided comfort for plenty of families in need. Some of the goods that were prepared 
were cupcakes, muffins, chocolate cakes, cookies, and many other tasty pastries! 
 
 Before exploring the wonders of the kitchen, our advisors let us explore the won-
ders of the house itself. It has everything you could imagine. There’s a little gym for the 
parents of the hospitalized children to let off steam, a meditation room, and they even 
had a playroom with a dress-up closet in which siblings could spend their time.  The ar-
chitecture and style of all the different rooms was also a delight to see. It’s almost as if 
you are the little toddler you used to be. 
 
 This experience has taught me many life lessons, especially in the importance of 
volunteering in these kinds of events, and in helping to develop teens to become capa-
ble, caring young game changers. And as a side note, we owe our deepest gratitude to 
the advisors, Mrs. Reiss and Mrs. Camilleri here at Ames, in giving us this eye-opening 
opportunity as members of the Helping Hands Club, and to many outsiders. It was a 
pleasure working with you guys on this splendid day! 

 
 

 
 

Ames Cares 
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Hoops for Heart 

  
 On February 26th, Mr. Trotta and many 
student’s from Ames will participate in Hoops 
for Heart at the Ames gymnasium this year.  
This is the 15th year in a row that Mr. Trotta 
has been organizing this event.  This event will 
help raise money for the American Heart Asso-
ciation.  There will be many teams involved 
but it’s not too late if you still want to partici-
pate in this worthy cause.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
American Sign Language  

 
 Students at Ames should consider taking 
sign language next year.  ASL does so many 
exciting activities and go on many fun trips.  
We see plays and even stand up comedy!   Join 
ASL next year and learn a whole new way to 
communicate! 

 

  
Honor Society 

  
 Once again, this year, the Honor Society 
wrote beautiful letters of appreciation to vari-
ous staff members who have made an impact 
on their lives.  Teachers received these letters 
right before Valentine’s Day.  This was a won-
derful way for students to show that they care.  
This was also a wonderful way to get a head 
start into the Valentine’s Day spirit.  The 
teachers that received them were so happy.  
Several members also volunteered to help out 
for a PTA Valentine’s Day Dance.  Their help 
was very much appreciated. 
 Now Honor Society is getting ready to 
raise money for the Leukemia & Lymphoma 
Society.  The donation group is called Pennies 
for Patients.  Each homeroom will receive a 
collection box at the beginning of March.  Stu-
dents can make donations daily.  The collec-
tion boxes will remain in each homeroom until 
the end of the month.   This a wonderful way 
for everyone to help children battling Leuke-
mia.   Every donation counts and can make a 
difference in a child's life.  Thank you to Mr. 
Lassen and Mrs. Yandoli for making all of this 
happen.   
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Why Take Another Language? 

 

 Many students are hesitant about taking another 
language as an elective, but I can say first hand that it 
definitely is a great choice. I was nervous about taking 
Italian on top of Spanish this year, but now Italian is one 
of my favorite classes. Our teacher, Sr. Guallpa is so fun 
and makes learning a new language exciting. The class 

is very low key and not very stressful. We not only get to learn the language, but we 
also learn about Italian food, ways of life, and the culture. The Italian program here in 
Massapequa is very good because it is very small and you are able to get individual 
attention.  I just met most of the people in my class this year and we are all like a 
family now. I love being able to come to this class and act like myself and feel com-
fortable. We do projects and presentations using what we have learned which is very 
fun. Taking Italian opens many more opportunities for you. Being trilingual is very im-
pressive on your college transcripts and makes you more marketable. Colleges might 
accept you over another student if you have multiple languages under your belt. Tak-
ing Italian also opens the opportunity to be in the Italian club and learn even more 
about the culture- and sometimes there's food! Additionally, if you are Italian, like 
many of us here in Massapequa are, it is great to learn about your family's culture 
and more about where you came from. Overall, Italian is a great choice for next year 
and  I hope this makes you possibly take it at MHS.  
 
By: Juliana Carozza 

to The Little Chief staff for all of your hard work on this 

edition.  It is truly been a pleasure working with such 

amazing students.  Thank you for writing such terrific 

articles, and for always being so enthusiastic and dedi-

cated.  I’m so proud of all of you. 

 

Sincerely,  

Maria Beauchesne 
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The little girl, Sonja, who I had was 
so amazed by all of the photos in the book. 
After, I read the book to her she tried to 
read it back to me because she loved it so 
much.  She read the book back to me again 
and again and she wouldn't let the book go. 
Seeing the excitement on her face as we 
read the unicorn book, was so fun to wit-
ness.  There was a spark in her eye the 
entire time as we read the book.  

 
After we finished reading the books 

to the kids, we got to play with them and 
get to know each child. The kids were so 
polite and it was so fun seeing them excited 
as they showed us around their classroom.  
All of the books and pajamas donated were 
greatly appreciated and put to good use by 
the kids at the Wantagh Head Start pro-
gram. 

 
By: Emma Theodorous 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
Helping Hands 

 

 

 In Ames High School they offer a 
club called Helping Hands. They do many 
fundraisers to help others. Helping Hands 
just recently held a pajama and book drive. 
The books and pajamas were all donated to 
underprivileged children at the Wantagh 
Head Start program. I personally went on 
the trip, it was a great experience. We 
sorted out all of the pajamas and books be-
fore we went on the trip.  

 When we got to the school, we were 
assigned into small groups to go into each 
classroom so that we could be one on one 
with our partners. Everyone took books to 
read to their buddies.  When I walked into 
the classroom, all of the kids were so ex-
cited and their smiles lit up the whole room. 
The kids ran up to everyone with their arms 
open very excited to see us. It was an 
overwhelming feeling to see all of these lit-
tle kids eager for us to read a book to 
them. When we each got our little partner 
we introduced ourselves and read the book 
we chose for them. It was so rewarding 

seeing the children's faces light up.  
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Makerspace and Multicultural Club Raise Money  

 

 This year, once again, the Multicultural Club 
joined forces with the Makerspace Club at Ames and 
raised money for the Reason2Smile organization and 
the Jambo Jipya School in Mwtapa, Kenya.  Students 
worked together and made bracelets from recycled 
paper beads for family members and friends. It was a 
great way to make gifts for family and raise money at 
the same time. It was a great turnout! Members of 
Reason2Smile go to different schools to teach students 
how to make these bracelets. We had a representative 
speak to students at Ames about their organization and 
about what they can do to make a difference in their 
schools and communities. The cost for making two 
bracelets was five dollars. This was a fun and wonder-
ful opportunity to support the children in Mwtapa. 
One hundred percent of the proceeds provided educa-
tional opportunities for the children in need living at 
the home within the school. With these donations, the 
children at the Jambo Jipya children’s home receive 
food, clothing and healthcare. It is never too late to 
make a donation.  For more information or if you 
would like to make a donation you can see Mrs. 
Beauchesne or Mrs. King and you can also go to 
http://www.reason2smile.org 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Multicultural Club helps  
Puerto Rico 

 During the month of January, Señora Beauch-
esne and the Multicultural Club along with other staff 
members of the Massapequa High School- Ames 
Campus helped donate cases of water to the Town of 
Hempstead to aid many of the earthquake victims in 
Puerto Rico.  Many people suffered great loss from the 
frequent earthquakes that have been happening.  Ames 
cares and is always trying to help those in need 
through various programs and projects.  Thank you to 
everyone who contributed to this great cause and to 
the Town of Hempstead for assisting many of the 
Puerto Rican people during this difficult time.  It was 
wonderful how everyone came together.  The Town of 
Hempstead was collecting donations  of water, non-
perishable food items, laundry detergent and other 
household goods through the month of January.  A 
huge thank you to the administrators and to the custo-
dians who helped us with this event.   

  
 

Handmade Cards for Seniors 
 

 During the month of January, Mrs. Reiss and 
the Helping Hands Club made Valentine’s Day cards 
as part of the Handmade Card Project for Homebound 
Seniors.  This was through the Citymeals on Wheels 
program which is an organization that helps home-
bound seniors in need in various communities in New 
York.  The Helping Hands Club made thoughtful cards 
that were given to senior citizens before Valentine’s 
Day.  It was such a nice way to show the elderly who 
may be alone during the holidays that people care 
about them and want to make cards for them to make 
them happy.  


